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Abstract:

This study aimed to investigate the impact of
employing mythological structures within cinematic
discourse, as a mechanism for emotional and cognitive
engagement, on environmental awareness, ecophobia, and
ecoterrorism. Utilizing content analysis within the
framework of ecocriticism, deemed the most suitable
methodology for this research, several key findings
emerged. Notably, all functions of the morphological
structure of the fairy tale, as defined by Vladimir Propp,
were evident in the film's narrative. Furthermore, the film
was found to embody a new environmental myth,
addressing the repercussions of colonialism, the genocide
of indigenous populations, and the dominance and
exploitation of developing nations by Western capitalist
systems established by the white man. The film also relied
on the archetype of the savior hero in the conflict between
the Na'vi people and the corporation, which serves as an
objective equivalent to Western policies and their affiliated
capitalist systems. Additionally, the study revealed that the
film's reliance on the conflict between anthropocentrism
and ecocentrism, while intended to encourage audiences to
adopt pro-environmental attitudes and behaviors, could
potentially have negative effects on viewers by promoting
uniform stances on environmental issues. Moreover, the
film's portrayal of armed conflict as the solution to
environmental pollution perpetrated by institutions and
systems could potentially exacerbate radical environmental

tendencies that manifest as ecoterrorism.
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Glotfelty (144%) stated that ecocriticism "is the study of Y

the relationship between literature and the physical
environment...[it] takes an earth-centered approach to
literary studies" (p. xviii).

A Rhoads, S. (Y.YY). Blue Planet: Place, Paradox, and
Staying on Earth in Contemporary Science Fiction

(Doctoral dissertation) Kingston, Ontario, Canada.

* Lundberg, A., Regis, H., & Agbonifo, J. (Y. vY). Tropical

Landscapes and Nature-Culture Entanglements:
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Reading Tropicality via Avatar. eTropic: electronic
journal of studies in the Tropics, Yy(4), \-YV.
" Roy, S. (Y.¥Y). Nature Strikes Back: A Post-human
Gaze into Eco-critical Narratives of James Cameron’s
Avatar. Nesir: Edebiyat Aragtirmalar1 Dergisi, (1), vv-
yeo.
"W Vijayasekaran, P., & Alan, G. (v.¥)). The Study of
Advanced Scientific Experiments in Avatar-A
Postcolonial Perspective. In IOP Conference Series:
Materials Science and Engineering (Vol. Y. 1Y, No. ¥, p.
«1Y.1¢). IOP Publishing.
'" Cenk, T. A. N. (Y.Y.). Between Green Paradise and
Bleak Calamity: Elysium & Avatar. sinecine: Sinema
Aragtirmalar: Dergisi, Y \(Y), ¥+ \-yYY.
Han, L. (Y.¥.). A Discussion and Analysis from Film" '~
East African Avatar' To Heidegger's Thought.
Scholars Multidisciplinary Bulletin

Aparna K, (Y.14) James Cameron’s Avatar as an Eco '*
Narrative, Navajyoti, International Journal of Multi-
Disciplinary Research, Volume ¢, Issue .

J. Premkumar. Suresh Frederick, (Y.14), Eco—critical '°

Perspective of James Cameron’s Science Fiction Movie

Avatar, INFOKARA RESEARCH, Volume A Issue 4,

\AR G AR

Chandran, C., & Shivan, C. A. G. (Y.Y4). James

Cameron's Avatar: A Pertinent Ecocritical Prophecy.

Language in India, y4(Y).
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Sharma, S. N. Hindu Diaspora in James Cameron’s 'Y

https://www.academia.edu/¢ 61 AV Y/ Avatar,

Hindu_Diaspora_in_James_Camerons_Avatar
Falquina, S. M. (v.\¢). " The Pandora Effect:" James '/
Cameron's" Avatar' and a Trauma Studies
Perspective/" El efecto Pandora:" Avatar', de James
Cameron, y una perspectiva de los estudios de trauma.

Atlantis, yye—\ Y.

Kalay, A. M. (Y.\Y). The Appearance of the Concept of '*
Environment in the Movie Avatar. [letisim Caligmalari
Dergisi.

Fritz, J. (v.\Y). Environmentalism and the" Ecological
Indian" in Avatar: A Visual Analysis. The Arbutus
Review, ¥(1), 1v-4..

Lioi, A. (v.\)). The Triumph of Eywa: Avatar, "
pantheism, and the sign of a green ecumene. Ecozon,
Y, ¢—04.

Olivier, B. (Y.y.). AVATAR: Ecopolitics, technology, .'"
science, art, and myth. South African Journal of Art
History, Yeo(¥), \—\1.
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his symbols p 1A.
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¢o Britannica, T. Editors of Encyclopedia (Y. Yy, September

¥1). hero. Encyclopedia Britannica.

https://www britannica.com/art/hero-literary—and-

cultural-figure

(Bylakt 313 (g9l adaall s 388 ¢ il lnall ( gl AL o op e o U €7

N AVY 6l

(3o 3 (Al Bl (gylaitll yglate oot cpll Sl Jiadll i e o 0SS et £V

Y o0 00 dunsld dadall (O (g

13 g Al ekl hast 3o Lol ugaldl (S3UT gl s dast plll U2 A

Yo el dadall (aall Al

Oxford Dictionary, €4

https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/definition/en

glish/hero#:~:text=%YF%CB%AAh%Ca/AAr%Ca/a47.CA
%AA%YF doing%yY .something%¥Y.brave%yY.or%yY.good
Longman Dictionary, o

https://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/hero#:~:text=Fro

m%y .Longman%Y¢.Dictionary%yY .of%Y.Contemporary,
he% Y .became%yY.a%¥ .national%Y¥ .hero.

Webster Dictionary, https://www.merriam- X

webster.com/dictionary/hero#:.~:text=he% CY/BV/EY/ A/
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Britannica, T. Editors of Encyclopedia (Y.YY, oY
September v3). hero. Encyclopedia Britannica.

https://www britannica.com/art/hero-literary—and-
cultural-figure
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Propp, V. (\41A). Morphology of the folktale (L. Scott, 1\
Trans., ynd ed.). University of Texas Press. (Original work
published Y4 YA)

(g VD (e de I (DLl e () e 1A (R e A8 g0 Y
S VSN2 KR I

(g VD (e de 4l (b3l e (W) e 1A (M) e A8 get Y
S VSN2 KR I

Glacken, C. J. (Y.\v). The ecological worldview: ¢
Environmental philosophy. New York, NY: Routledge.
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Steg, L., & Vlek, C. (Y.Y¥Y). Environmental psychology, %o
Pyy.

Dietz, T., Stern, P. C., & Guagnano, G. A. (Y.Y.). The 11
behavioral foundations of environmental policy.
Cambridge, MA: MIT Press.

Clayton, S. (Y.vY). The psychology of environmental v
concern. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press.

Kollmuss, A., & Agyeman, J. (Y. Y.). Mind the gap: Why = A
do people act environmentally and what are the barriers to
pro-environmental behavior? (Yynd ed.). Routledge. p. 1.
Steg, L., & Vlek, C. (Y.¥Y). Environmental psychology: 14
An introduction. Wiley-Blackwell. p. \eo.

Dietz, T., Stern, P. C., & Guagnano, G. A. (v.Y.). The v.
behavioral impacts of environmental concern. Annual
Review of Environment and Resources, ¢0, A=Y +A. p. V.
Clayton, S. (Y.Yy). Environmental psychology: A v\
critical introduction. Routledge. p. V.

Darnton, G. (Y.¥Y). The role of business in vy
environmental protection. Routledge. p. Y.

Stern, P. C. (v.¥.). Why people act environmentally. vy
The Annals of the American Academy of Political and
Social Science, 1v1(Y), Y+ Y-V\V. p. V0.

Clayton, S. (Y.YY). Environmental psychology: A v
critical introduction. Routledge. p. yv:\4.

Will, G. F. (YaAA). The politics of ecophobia. Chicago ve
Sun-Times. Sun-Times News Group. np.

Sobel, David. (Y441). Beyond ecophobia: Reclaiming v+
the heart in nature education. Great Barrington, MA:

Orion.
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Estok Simon C. (Y.Y.), The Ecophobia Hypothesis, vv
Routledge, New York.

Will, G. F. (\aAA). The politics of ecophobia. Chicago VA
Sun-Times. Sun-Times News Group. np.

Sobel, David. (Y441). Beyond ecophobia: Reclaiming va
the heart in nature education. Great Barrington, MA:
Orion.

Strife, Susan Jean (Y.\Y). "Children's Environmental A.

Concerns: Expressing Ecophobia" The Journal of
Environmental Education. ¢ (1): ¥v—o¢.

Estok, S. (Y.YA). Ecophobia: A critical analysis. The A
Bloomsbury Handbook to the Medical-Environmental
Humanities, Y—y".

Estok, S., & Sobel, B. (Y.V4). Ecophobia: The AY

psychological dimensions of environmental concern.
Routledge.

Estok, S., & Sobel, B. (v.V4). Ecophobia: The Av

psychological dimensions of environmental concern.
Routledge.

Columbia .Inside terrorism .(v..%1) .B Hoftmana¢

.University Press

.. FBL (Y.+3). Terrorism Y.../y..y. Washington, D.Cae
.U.S. Department of Justice

Vanderheiden, S. (Y..A). Atmospheric Justice: A A%
Political Theory of Climate Change. Oxford University
.Press

Propp, V. (\a1A). Morphology of the folktale (L. Scott, AV
Trans., ynd ed.). University of Texas Press. (Original work

published Y4 YA)
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Burke, C. (\avv). The structure of persuasion. Madison: AA
University of Wisconsin Press. (Burke wuses Propp's
functions to analyze narratives in a variety of genres.)
Greimas, A. J. (y411). Sémantique structurale: A4
Recherche de méthode. Paris: Presses Universitaires de
France.

Pro, E. (v.\Y). Propp's functions in modern Russian 4.
folktales. Folklore, yy¥(¢), ¢Ao—0.4.

Propp, V. (\aYA). Morphology of the folktale. University 4\
of Texas Press.

Vogler, C. (Y44aA). The writer's journey: Mythic av
structure for writers. Studio City, CA: Michael Wiese
Productions

ar

Jung, C. G. (Y.¥.). The archetypes and the collective 4¢
unconscious. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press.
Jung, C. G. (Y.v.). The archetypes and the collective a¢
unconscious. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press.
Bleich, D. (v.Yv). The use of myth in political a1
advertising. Political Psychology, ¢¢(1), yYa—-y¢x.

Adler, G. (Y.vY). The role of myth in the formation of 4v
collective consciousness. Journal of Analytical Psychology,
TW(Y), Yr-£3.

Smith, J. Z. (v.vy). The meaning of myth: A reader's aA
guide. New York: HarperOne.

Campbell, J. (v.y.). The power of myth. London: 44
Routledge. p. yo.
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Akhavan, R. (Y.\A). The loyal hero in Hindu ..
mythology. Journal of Comparative Religion and
Mythology, ¥(¥)

Clark, H. (v.Y.). The loyal hero in Greek mythology. y .1
Journal of Classical Studies, 1(¥)

Bhattacharyya, S. (Y.14). The loyal hero in Buddhist .Y
.mythology. Journal of Eastern Religions, o(})

Feldman, L. (v.vy). The loyal hero in Jewish \.v
.mythology. Journal of Jewish Studies, v())

Green, J. (Y.YY). The loyal hero in Christian y.¢
.mythology. Journal of Christian Studies, A(Y)

Vogler, C. (Y44A). The writer's journey: Mythic y.o
structure for writers. Studio City, CA: Michael Wiese

Productions
Doy s e Yy

https://www .fbi.gov/investigate/terrorism

Cohen, A. (Y.vY). The dark side of myth: How myths y.A
can be wused to justify violence, oppression, and
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